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Historically, San Benito County attracts a mix of small to
medium-sized manufacturing and distribution centers,
along with light industry, due to good access to the northern
California region via an accessible transportation corridor
and competitive real estate values. Existing business parks
currently house bio-technology and bio-research firms,
along with light manufacturing and construction/fabrication
operations — most of which have plans for expansion in the
near future. Aeronautics and avionics are rooted in the area.
The County infrastructure has a strong foundation and a

work force poised for the next generation of new technology.

Technology : : Research

“As a Hollister native, |
feel fortunate to have a
wonderful bio-tech job
in my home town.”

— Irene Sanchez
Teknova

Manufacturing
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Agriculture is San Benito County’s largest industry with fertile valley

soil supporting some of the most productive farmland in the state.
The moderate climate, sunny days and average 10 inch rainfall allow
Earthbound Farm

year-round farming. Throughout the area a cornucopia of variable

row crops, orchards and vineyards provide a spectacular continuous

visual color pallet - varietal lettuces, peppers, tomatoes, onions, and
broccoli along with fruit, olive orchards, nursery stock and grapes - , '
! - . /

display the county’s heritage and responsibility for natural resources Morris Grassfed BeeF

and maintaining environmental balance.

“As a child, | spent my
summers working with my
grandfather on ranches in

San Benito County. | gained a

B&R Farms Apricot Orchard

deep respect for the beauty of
ranching and his work with the
land and animals.”

— Joe Morris

Morris Grassfed Beef
San Benito County
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Value of agricultural
production (2008)
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Downtown Parades

[Tlain Street
Community

Hollister, the county seat, boasts a bustling active downtown offering
all the amenities of a city while retaining the charm and friendly
atmosphere of a rural community. Originally a Spanish land grant
(Rancho San Justo), the city of Hollister was formed in 1872; with the
railroad in place, growth, business and prosperity soon blossomed.
Community spirit is alive and vibrant with trade shows, farmers’
markets, parade celebrations, and outdoor family entertainment.
Hollister’s infrastructure and redevelopment efforts lead the county

in cultivating new business growth.

Businesses
that are
100 years

: or older
Employees in Downtown
Hollister

Buildings that are listed
as contributing to the
Downtown Hollister

Historic District

“I'm old fashioned
and | like it, | know my
customers by name and
| enjoy the benefits of a
quaint downtown.”

— Deborah Woods

Teezerz and Drapoel
Downtown Hollister



“I like to play nine holes
of golf as the shadows
stretch across the quiet
course, and the deer
come out to drink from
the creeks.”

— Scott Fuller
San Juan Oaks Golf Club

T

Friendly Neighborhoods

QY

Many people only dream of being able to work and play within
a 30-mile radius of where they live. San Benito County residents
enjoy world-class recreation, sports and cultural amenities along
with community organizations, educational facilities, public
libraries and museums - without leaving home. Pinnacles National
Monument, known for hiking, rock climbing, camping and picnic
grounds, is a close getaway. Bicyclists, bird watchers and nature
lovers venture out on the many winding roads or choose the

canyon trek to Fremont Peak State Park with its magnificent vistas

to Monterey Bay and observatory star gazing opportunities.

Healthy Living . Outdoor Recreation
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Designated by the state as a “metropolitan” county, San

Benito has one of the lowest overall crime rates in California
and lower than any of the neighboring counties. An effective
County Sheriff Department and City of Hollister Police
force offers quick response to residents and businesses, in
addition to organizing school youth programs and community
watch groups. Hazel Hawkins Memorial Hospital serves as a
comprehensive health care resource, including emergency
airlift facilities and two outlying community health clinics.
The Office of Education plays a vital role in creating a safe

and challenging learning environment, providing dedicated

teachers, curriculum, special education, free libraries,
internet services, student organizations and

leadership “mentors” to assist in building the

“Having been born
here in San Benito
County, | take great
pride in helping

protect our families
and their property.”

skills and abilities necessary to succeed in

the 21t century.

Emergency Resources

— Fred Cheshire
Hollister Fire
Department Chief
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San Benito County Wine Trail

1
A flourishing industry, wineries and appellations are producing outgnding ’
California wines. The moderate climate, expansive farmland and rich soil harvests = j'l'-, 1
a variety of grapes with many Vvineyards being certified organic. The region is '
well-known for Syrah andPinot Noir, but also produces excellent Chardonnay,
Merlot, Zinfandel, Viognierand more. Local wine history dates back to 1854
when French immigrant Theophile Vache hauled his wine to market in San'Juan
Bautista from his vineyard in‘the Cienega Valley. German immigrant William
Palmtag acquired the property from Vache in 1880 and produced award-winning
wines at the 1900 World Exposition in Paris. Today the county’s award-winning
wineries attracts tourists from all over the country.

M N o !
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Cultural diversity thrives with theater casts comprised of all ages. Nationally

acclaimed El Teatro Campesino based in San Juan Bautista, founded in
1965 by director Luis Valdez, inspires and entertains audiences with topics
of social significance. Private tours and history walks allow a closer view
of period architecture. From airplanes to heirlooms, San Benito County
museums and historical societies document the underlying importance
of the area’s heritage. The fine art community flourishes with monthly art
walks, open studio tours and receptions, plus an array of galleries featuring

paintings, sculptures, glass art, and gifts for the discriminate shopper.

Tl 14
Winemaken Alessio Carli Artist, Shannon Grissom

"People who are concerned
memlbers of the community
are part of what | love about
living here. My children and
my grandchildren are here.
For our family, this is home.”

— Mary Damm
Leadership San Benito Board

El Teatro Campesino
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Proper planning and strong infrastructure are the key components in
building a fully integrated community. The San Benito County One-
Stop Career Center provides workforce services designed to prepare
residents for high-growth demand occupations. Job seekers receive
vocational training through the Individual Training Accounts (ITA’s),
work experience, on-the-job training, and summer youth employment
as well as, access to the internet, a state-wide job search database,
and a well-stocked resource library. For employers, the center offers
programs that help defray the costs of training skilled labor. Area
schools offering higher education produce a viable and eager work

force for employers.

Partners who

provide services

to customers at

the One-Stop
Job placements in San Career Center
Benito County FY 09/10

" People here live on the
edge of technology against
a rural backdrop. We are
commuters and community.
We are forward thinking and
yet immersed in our past
and traditions.”

— Dave Wright
SBC Workforce investment Board

Career Training

Customers who have
received vocational
training FY 09/10
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Engaged in economic vitality, the Economic Development

\
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Corporation takes an optimistic approach toward utilizing a

potential 1.8M square feet for additional industrial/commercial

n il

facilities suited for new bio-tech and bio-research firms. EDC
welcomes new ‘“clean and green” technologies, aeronautics
and avionics, light manufacturing, tourism and agri-business.
The EDC's Wine Country Council acts as a catalyst to enhance
wine industry growth, developing a master plan for facilities
and activities related to the wine culture such as hotels,
spas, restaurants, learning and education centers - all serious
prospects for strengthening local economies. Prosperity

beckons in a county committed to enhancing technology

"| see the value of the airport
proximity and accessibility as

a key and vital component to

business success today and in
the future.”

— Ken Lindsay
President, Sierra Pacific Associates, Inc.
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Hollister Municipal Airport Project

JET CENTER

[] CALFIRE FACILITY

|:| SAN BENITO COUNTY
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Census * san Benito County
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Income ° San Benito County

1
$ Median Household Income (2007) ......ccccceuvueee. $66,273
$ Per Capita Personal Income (2007)......c.cc........ $34,874

Employment * San Benito County

AGriculture . ..o 16.4%
Business * San Benito County INfOrMatioON. ... e 0.6%
. . Other ServiCes .......oooviiiiiiiiiieee 3.1%
{3 Private Non-farm Establishments (2007).................... 998 Leisure & Hospitality ......ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiens 8.8%
{3} Private Non-farm Employment (2007).................... 12,820 Educational & Health Services........c.c..ccoeveen... 5.0%
{3} Non-employer Establishments (2007)............ccceeen... 3,144 GovernmeNnt. ... 18.3%
£} Building Permits (2008) ............cociuiiiiiiriiririsinisieiaens 19 Ml Professional & Business Services................. 3.8%
Financial Activities..........coeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee s 1.9%
Federal Spending (2008) .....ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiiinieinenns 218,508 : o

0 2 9( ) 3 Trade, Transportation, & Utilities.................... 15.8%
h . Manufacturing.......cooeeiiiiiiii e 15.8%
Geogpqp Y ° San Benito County Natural Resources, Mining, & Construction........10.5%

@ Land area (Square m”eS) .................................. 1,38906 Source: California Employment Development Department, 2005.

@ Persons per square mile (2000) .......covvviivieiiniininnnnn. 38.3

TraPPRic * San Benito County

US 101 Average Daily Traffic (2008)........c.cccevvvnnnnn. 70,573
SR 25 Average Daily Traffic (2006) ..........ccovvennne... 22,500
SR 156 Average Daily Traffic (2006) ..........ccovvenne.. 26,200
SR 152 Average Daily Traffic (2008)...........c.ccevne.... 35,500
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Fields of Spring Mustard Grazing Cattle Pinnacles National Monument
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